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The History of One of  

the Beautiful Bivalves 

 
When you think of oysters, what questions come to mind? Are they “Why are 

oysters important?” or “Why do I need to learn about them?” Well, that’s why I am 

here to tell you about the history and future of the Chesapeake Bay Oysters. 

Why are Oysters Important to the Chesapeake Bay? 

To understand the very important role of oysters in the Chesapeake Bay 

environment and their significance to people in the area, you don't have to like 

eating oysters. Oysters are filter feeders. It means that they feed through their gills 

by pumping water, trapping food particles as well as nutrients and chemical 

contaminants. In doing so, oysters help keep the water for other marine life safe and 

clear. In a single day, one oyster will filter out more than 50 gallons of water. There 

are approximately 250 million oysters in the Chesapeake Bay and if I did my math 

right, they filter about 12,500,000,000 gallons of water a day! 

The Economic History of the Oyster  

The oyster industry, including the catching, selling, shucking, packaging and 

shipment of oysters, has provided millions of dollars to the economy of the area 

since the late nineteenth century. 

 How do Oysters Provide Food and Shelter? 



Larvae settles on top of adults as oysters develop, forming layers of oysters 

that spread upward and outward. After a while, their endless little nooks and 

crannies provide hundreds of tiny aquatic animals with a home!  They also provide 

shelter from predators such as anemones, blue crabs, shorebirds, and flatworms.           

What Caused the Population of the Oyster in the Chesapeake Bay to 

Decline? 

  Chesapeake Bay oysters have been suffering from overharvesting, pollution, 

and diseases such as Dermo and MSX over the last two centuries. There were large 

numbers of oysters living in the bay in the 17th century. In order to harvest the 

oysters, colonists first used hand tongs. More than 1.5 million bushels of oysters 

were accumulated annually from the bay in the 1850s. This figure soared to 20 

million three decades later! Habitat loss is another primary cause. They can be 

destroyed and suffocated by things like dead zones and sediment! 

The History of the Oyster 

The oldest evidence of oysters suggests that oysters and other shellfish were 

eaten by people living in the Chesapeake area as early as 2,500 B.C. At the 

beginning of the 1800s, New England fishermen brought dredging equipment from 

the bay to easily collect oysters. Another way Chesapeake Bay oysters have 

contributed to the historical heritage of the area, motivating the distinctive design 

called “skipjack” and fueling countless bull and oyster roasts. 

The Future of the Oyster 



Oysters have been depleting for thousands of years, but will they go extinct? 

And will it be soon? 

Oysters are considered to be a keystone species. Other critters will not be 

able to migrate into and colonize the ocean without the intervention of the oyster in 

the ocean. Also, as I said before, they filter the water and keep the water clean for 

other marine animals. And if they go extinct, little critters and even big fish will get 

sick and may die! Which might mess up the food chain and food web! 

Conclusion 

To summarize what I have said, the Chesapeake Bay would not be as clean 

or have half as much marine life if there were no oysters! Also,I hope almost 

everybody that lives near the Chesapeake Bay would agree that we are very grateful 

that we have such beautiful bivalves in our waters. (And I think the oysters like us 

too!) 

 

 

 


